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Developments in Mars Exploration 
Since February 2012 MEPAG Meeting

� Ongoing:  Mars Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution 
Mission (MAVEN) is on course for launch in 2013

� Ongoing:  Response to President’s FY13 budget 
release

� Inadequate funding for Decadal Survey’s recommendations
� Congressional support expressed for restoring some of the cut

� March:  Mars Program Planning Group chartered
� June:  Planetary Science Division Senior Review
� August:  MSL lands Aug 5/6 2012

� EDL system with “Skycrane” performs as planned
� MSL Surface Operations going well 

� August 20:  Discovery Program selects InSight mission
� Terrestrial planet geophysics mission with Mars as target

� September:  MPPG report released
� Presentations made/to be made to CAPS / PSS / MEPAG 

� October 4:  MEPAG Meeting!



Goals for October 4 MEPAG Meeting

1. Discuss Mars Program planning in light of the President’s proposed 
budget
� Final Report from the joint MEPAG/SBAG Precursor Strategic 

Analysis Group (P-SAG)
� Results from the Mars Program Planning Group (MPPG) 

regarding options for an integrated Mars program
� Capture the community’s reaction for PSS 

� Current interactions with Human Exploration (HEOMD)
2. Receive an update on ESA’s Mars missions, current & planned
3. Overview of scientific objectives and plans for InSight, the Discovery 

Program’s recently selected Mars mission
4. Discuss updates to the MEPAG Goals document
5. Hear selected meeting reports:  

� Workshop on the Mantle of Mars 
� Workshop on Planetary Caves

6. Discuss possible new analysis initiatives 
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DRAFT:  MEPAG Letter Items

Response to MPPG briefing:

• MEPAG commends the MPPG and finds that the options 
outlined in their report are quite comprehensive and are 
consistent with findings thus far by MEPAG Science 
Analysis Groups, the most recent of which is the 
Precursor-SAG.  

• Orlando and his team are to be congratulated for crafting 
exploration pathways that:
� Address high-priority science as endorsed in the 

Decadal Survey while also addressing many Strategic 
Knowledge Gaps

� Identifying key technologies to be demonstrated, and 
� Developing implementation paths that significantly 

reduce the cost of caching missions. 


